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STATE BUDGET 2013–14 — NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS — FUNDING 

557. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the review of state funding to private schools announced as part of the budget.  

(1) Will the Premier guarantee that he will not reduce state government funding for non-government 
schools in Western Australia?  

(2) If the Premier cannot provide a guarantee, which schools will have their funding cut? 

(3) How much does the government expect to save from this funding review?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) When I was the Minister for Education back in the 1990s, we examined funding for non-government 

schools and reached the principle that funding for non-government schools would be based on 25 per 
cent of the cost of educating a child in a government school. That has been maintained since then and I 
would expect it to continue at that level. What was significant in this year’s state budget was a doubling 
of the low-interest loan scheme for non-government schools from around $26 million to $53 million. 
That is of enormous benefit to non-government schools in allowing them to undertake capital 
expenditure. To this day, to the best of my knowledge, Western Australia is the only state that has a 
low-interest loan scheme to assist non-government schools. Treasury is looking at that level of funding. 
I do not expect there would be any significant change.  

Whatever is the final result of Gonski and if we get a more rational delineation of responsibility in 
education, the commonwealth may increase its effort in funding non-government schools, which will 
perhaps allow the state to increase its effort in the government sector. That is totally undetermined. 
Gonski mark 1 has gone. Whatever Gonski mark 2 is, we do not know at this stage. I take it in principle 
that the federal government will increase funding, particularly for students and schools in need. That 
may take some pressure off the state. At the moment the state funds 90 per cent of all government 
schools, to which 70 per cent of children attend, and we provide around $370 million a year in funding 
for non-government schools based on the principle that 25 per cent of the cost of educating a child in a 
government school is the amount of funding provided to non-government schools.  

There is often a great misunderstanding of non-government education. Yes, we do have the so-called 
elite schools. Most of them seem to be in my electorate. Many non-government schools are also very 
low-income schools, particularly Catholic schools in country areas educating Aboriginal children. The 
case for the state government funding non-government schools is very strong. These figures may be a 
little dated, but generally funding across the non-government school sector, which is about 30 per cent 
of students, is made up of 40 per cent from the commonwealth, about 40 per cent from parents and 
about 20 per cent from the state government. I think that is a fair arrangement.  
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